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Newsletter  
Chestnuts Primary School 

Thursday 24th October 2024 

Black History Month 2024 

Be Safe 

Be Engaged 

Be Respectful 

Be Ready 

 

 

Dear Families, 

 

Wow, what an amazing first half term it has been at Chest-

nuts! The children across the school have shown that they are 

hard working and keen to learn. Do take some time over half 

term to talk to your child about everything they have learnt.  

 

This month at Chestnuts we have celebrated Black History 

Month and it has been amazing to see the learning. Take a 

look at each class section in the newsletter to find out some 

of the learning. 

 

We have also learnt about Ira Aldridge and Akala. If you 

would like to learn more about Black History, do watch some 

of his videos, I’ve learnt a lot! 

 

Thank you to Ms West and all the teachers for planning such 

interesting lessons.  

 

Have a wonderful half term, 

 

Mrs Horwood 
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Dates for your Diary 

 
Trailblazers Workshops 

 

 Session 5 - 8/11 

 Session 6—15/11 

 

Friday 25 October - School is closed to pupils for the day ( INSET DAY) 
 

Monday 28 October - Friday 1 November -Half Term Holiday 

Monday 4 November First day of second half of Autumn Term 

Thursday 7 November Year 1 Trip to theatre ‘Dogs Don’t Do Ballet’ 

Monday 11 November Year 6 trip Science Museum  

Tuesday12 November - PSA Meeting 

Friday 15 November Year 4 Fibonacci Class assembly 

Friday 18 November Whole School Flu Immunizations 

Friday 29 November Reception classes Trips to Wood Green Library (Donaldson 

AM, Ahlberg PM) 

 

 
Nursery 

For Black History Month the children have been learning about Garett 

Morgan. He was an American inventor who invented the traffic light. 

 

At nursery we have been inspired to create our own traffic light! 

After School Reading Club 

Ms Efthymiou will be running a reading club after school after the half term break. 

This will be for years 4 to 6 in the library for 6 sessions – Wednesday 4th November to 

Wednesday 11th December. 

The set of sessions will cost £30.  Booking will be available on ParentPay.  
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What we have done this week 
Ahlberg 

Donaldson 

Mozart 

Ha

This week in our Mozart class, we had the privi-

lege of participating in various workshops fo-

cused on Black history. One highlight was the 

African storytelling workshop, where we im-

mersed ourselves in rich narratives. We also 

had the exciting opportunity to play the Afri-

can steel pan, which was a fantastic experi-

ence. 

In addition, we explored the Convention on 

the Rights of the Child, discussing which arti-

cles resonated most with us. As a class, we 

agreed that Article 24 (the right to be 

healthy), Article 15 (the right to have friends), 

and Article 19 (the right to be safe) are espe-

cially important. We joined together to sign 

our charter, which is proudly displayed on our 

door. We are rights holders! 

Hadid Class has enjoyed their celebration of 

Black History Month, engaging in various activi-

ties that highlight cultural heritage. They partici-

pated in Windrush drama workshops, learned 

about reggae and Bob Marley, explored Kente 

cloth design through paper weaving, and en-

joyed playing and listening to steel pan music. 

Additionally, they took part in an African story-

telling workshop and learned a few words in 

Patois and Yoruba from staff members at the 

school who grew up speaking these languages.  

As part of Black History 

Month, Reception have 

been learning about kente 

cloth. Kente comes from the 

Asante word for basket, ref-

erencing its basket-like pat-

tern.  

Children made their own 

kente cloth by choosing different length col-

oured paper and sticking them vertically or 

horizontally. They then added geometric pat-

terns using black crayon. All the children were 

very proud of their work. They turned out 

amazing! 

Reception enjoyed their first Artist Day. 

They learnt about Althea McNish and 

looked at her artwork. We then created 

our own pieces of art with oil pastels, 

which were inspired by Althea McNish. 
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Seacole Rashford 

 

Attenboough 
Benjamin 

 

Seacole Class had a great time weaving and 

designing their paper Kente cloth for Black History 

Month. We drew patterns in black pen on top of 

the woven paper to imitate the intricate Ghanian 

designs. We displayed them on our wall close 

together to resemble a large piece of cloth!  

For Black History month, Rashford class re-

searched Kofoworla Abeni Pratt. She was the first 

black woman to work in the NHS. After undertak-

ing research, the children created posters about 

her.  

Attenborough Class has had an incredible time cele-

brating and learning about Black History and diverse 

cultures from around the world! The children partici-

pated in an African drumming session, where they 

performed Shakira’s famous "Waka Waka" on drums. 

They engaged in thoughtful discussions on racism, 

human rights, and discrimination, and studied inspira-

tional figures from different backgrounds. To celebrate 

their own cultures, students proudly wore traditional 

outfits and shared delicious food with their peers, cre-

ating a rich and meaningful learning experience for 

everyone. It’s been a wonderful journey of discovery, 

unity, and cultural appreciation! 
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Gandhi 

Pankhurst Thompson 

Fibonacci 

Year 5 has had so much fun during Black History Month. They got to take part 

in two different workshops; Caribbean Steel pans and African drumming. We 

learnt about the history of these instruments and played lots of different 

songs. 

This week the children had the chance to take 

part in an African drumming lesson as part of 

Black History Month. I am sure you don’t need 

me to say it, but they loved it. Not only were 

they given some history about the variety of 

drums brought in, but they spent quite a lot of 

time playing different rhythms and singing 

songs. There was even a chance for all of 

them to form groups and use different instru-

ments. It is fair to say this class would be on the 

curriculum every day if given the chance.  

This week, Fibonacci Class created posters 

about ‘Shirley Bassey’ as part of our learning 

about Black History Month. Children have 

enjoyed collecting facts and learning about 

her amazing contribution to music in Britain.  



 

Chestnuts Primary School                                          www.chestnutsprimary.com                                           Tel: 020 8800 2362  

Malala 

Mandela 

Year 6 have thoroughly enjoyed Black History Month and the various discussions that have arisen 

throughout. At Chestnuts, we believe in Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion, and we have celebrated 

lessons in Patois and Yoruba; learned about Jamaican culture and the origins of reggae music; 

celebrated various amazing historical black figures such as Ana Nzinga of Mbande Ndogo, and 

Amine: Queen of Zazzau; and our debates have followed such topics as: 

Racism in Football 

 

White Privilege 

 

Representation 

 

Microaggressions 

 

We are so excited that our school celebrates such important months like BHM, and we have more 

planned for the year - such as SEN Week, and Pride Month. Watch this space! 

Article 13: Every child must be free to say what they think and to seek and receive all kinds of in-

formation, as long as it is within the law.  

 

Article 31: Every child has the right to relax, play and take part in a wide range of cultural and ar-

tistic activities. 

 
Art Classes  

We have been perfecting our weaving skills in Seacole Class, Y2. Marking out, using rulers 

accurately and correct use of scissors, following instructions and careful fine motor skills 

have resulted in some beautiful panels of both paper and fabric panels.   
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Attendance 

If your child is absent please could you call or leave a 

voicemail on the school office number 02088002362 or 

email Office@chestnutsprimary.com 

Chestnuts School Council  

Chestnuts Cheers:  

Rashida, Year 2: We have learned about Black History Month. We have also made 

masks and have been writing our own instructions. 

Anoushka, Year 3: I am happy that we get to do History. 

Matilda, Year 3: I am happy that my class got to do Music today. 

Lottie, Year 4: Every week, my class is really excited about Music. 

Hugo, Year 5: I am happy that our class is going to do a Viking workshop. 

Amberly, Year 5: I am happy that our class gets to do Black history. 

Joanie, Year 6: I am happy that we got to go to Harry Potter World. 

Zara, Year 6: I am happy that Ms. Rock still takes us cooking sometimes (even though 

she doesn’t HAVE to!). 

 

October Holiday Play scheme  

Please call this number for any enquiries regarding holiday play 

scheme or if you are collecting your child  - 07535 463 725 
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Eco - School  

Chestnuts welcomed the wildlife author and illustrator (and ex-rugby player and 

current Strongman competitor!), Ben Rothery, to our school last Friday. Ben delight-

ed us with his wildlife knowledge, and shared his drawing techniques with the stu-

dents. The Q & A after the assembly saw Ben fielding a range of questions from our 

curious and inquisitive children. Ben's books, prints and cards are available to order 

here:  https://www.benrotheryillustrator.co.uk/collections/all/books 

 

"You might think that if you are interested in sport, it's not cool to be interested in 

writing or drawing. Or, if you're good at Art then you can't also be a competi-

tive person. But, I'm here to tell you that you can be both, or anything else you like, 

because I am, and I am exactly the same as all of you." ~ Ben Rothery  

The Eco Flag designed by Wilson, Molly and Alys has been made!  A big thank 

you to Eco-School members past and present, and a very big thank you to Ms 

Hen for helping us to work out how to do it and pulling it all together.  It looks 

fantastic!  
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The Closing date is Friday 4th November (Entries handed in after the 4th November wont be included) 
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Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

Representation and Inclusion within STEM is at the forefront of Chest-

nuts Science. We believe every child can develop the skills and 

knowledge to become scientists in their own right. This is where you 

come in. We want to show our children that STEM Heroes are within our 

rich and diverse community. If you come from a STEM background, 

we’d love to hear back from you. You could:  

Be a guest speaker - showcasing what you do in STEM and just chat to 

our kids about a passion of yours;  

 

Perhaps you could invite a class to your place of work - where they can see first-hand what 

your vocation involves; 

 

You could even perform some live experiments for your child’s class - we particularly love 

things that go pop, crash, and bang! 

 

Whatever your background, job, education, or passion, we would love to hear back from you 

and hopefully, we can add this aspect to our already enriching science curriculum. 

Please contact either your class teacher, or Mr Bloom, if you wish to volunteer your time, and 

we can facilitate this visit and support you. Mandela@chestnutsprimary.com  

In addition, some of the holiday Science projects children have brought in have been spec-

tacular. Here are some of the incredible pieces of work courtesy of Year 5 and their unit on 

Space. We love receiving these pieces of work. Next term, our units are: 

EYFS: My Favourite Female Scientist - Create a factfile or painting of a famous female in Sci-

ence 

Year 1: All About Me - Human parts of the body, and Senses 

Year 2: Living Things & Their Habitats - Food Chains, and identifying certain plants and animals 

in their micro-habitats 

Year 3: Rocks - How different rocks are formed, and how fossils are formed, and weathering 

Year 4: Sound - How sound is formed, and how we hear sound 

Year 5: Forces - Looking at the different forces we have on earth, and exploring pulleys and 

levers 

Year 6: Light - How light travels, how reflection works, and how shadows are formed. 

 

Perhaps your child could create an enriching and exciting project for their next Science Unit. 

Many thanks, 

Mr. Bloom 

 

Article 29: Education must develop every child’s personality, 

talents and abilities to the full.  
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For more information about activities available in Haringey this October 

half term holiday please go to: haringey.gov.uk/holidayfun 

Turing Class 

For Black History Month, Turing class chose Ade Adepitan as their significant 

person, they spent time researching his achievements and learning about his 

disability.  

They then made a fantastic poster to showcase all the things they learnt about 

him! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A child with a disability has the right to live a full and decent  life with dignity 

and independence, and to play an active part in  the community. Govern-

ments must do all they can to provide support to disabled children.   
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