Story Writing Checklists
	STORY CHARACTERS

	A well chosen name 
	

	Characters actions hint at what they are like
	

	Powerful verbs to show feelings and behaviour
	

	Dialogue gives more information about characters
	

	I have written about my characters inner thoughts and feelings
	


	STORY EVENTS

	I have made events interesting to make the reader read on
	

	Events are linked within paragraphs
	

	Complex sentences
	

	Short, simple sentences used for effect
	

	Actions and descriptions
	

	Similes to describe somebody’s reaction
	

	Metaphors to describe characters feelings
	


	STORY OPENING

	I have hooked the reader with an interesting opening
	

	I have made the reader ask questions about the story
	

	I have included dramatic actions
	

	I have introduced something intriguing
	


	STORY PROBLEM

	There is at least one problem to be resolved
	

	I have built up an atmosphere through description 
	

	Dialogue to add extra information
	

	Senses used to develop character and plot
	


	STORY RESOLUTION

	Refers back to opening
	

	The problem is solved
	

	The character has learnt something or has changed
	

	Unexpected help to resolve the problem
	


	STORY SETTING

	The place has a name
	

	Details make the place believable
	

	I have described:  the weather
	

	                        The time of day
	

	                        What can be seen
	

	                        What can be heard
	

	                        What can be felt
	

	Adjectives build up an atmosphere and allow reader to picture the setting in their head
	


	STORY TENSION

	Short sentences for effect
	

	Suspense built up (eg Without warning…)
	

	Ask reader questions (eg What was that noise?)
	

	Scary sounds (eg howling)
	

	Descriptions of places (eg The gloomy room/chilly air hung in the hallway)
	

	Words used for effect (eg Silence! Deadly!)
	

	Certain things hidden from reader (eg how the window was smashed)
	


